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Hanukkah Blessings

The time for lighting the candles starts in the evening after darkness (A day in the
Hebrew calendar starts on sunset of the day before).

The place for the candles is inside the house, next to the left door post of the front
door (left, facing the entrance from the outside), on the opposite side to the Mezuza.
The eight candles should be at the same height (The height and location of the
Shamash, the 9™ candle in the Menorah is not important, but this additional candle
should always be there).

The order of the lighting - On the first night, light the candle that is the farthest from
the door (on your right). Every night, add one more candle and light that candle first,
than continue lighting the candles opposite from the direction of the door, from left
to right. Light the Shamash (serving) candle first, say the blessings (3 on the first
night and from the second night on say only the first two blessings) standing. After
lighting the candles, sit and continue with the psalms and the meditations.

The meditation and chanting next to the candles should be at least 30 minutes. This
1s also a time for a small meal in order to reveal the light.
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Hanerot Halalu melody 1997 NN
We light these candles During all eight days of
For the miracles and the Hanukkah,
wonders, these lights are sacred.
For the redemption and the And we should not make
battles ordinary use of them,
That you made for our but only to see them:;
forefathers In order to express thankfulness
In those days at this season, and praise to Your great Name
Through your holy priests. for your miracles, Your wonders

and Your salvations.
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Odeka le’olam Elohai Adona1 yldom velo

1 A Psalm; a Song at the Dedication (Hanukkah) of the House (The Temple); of
David.

2 I will exalt You, Adonai, for You have raised me up, and not allowed my enemies
to rejoice over me.

3 Adonai my God, I cried unto Thee, and You healed me;

4 Adonai, You have brought up my soul from the nether-world; You kept me alive,
that I should not go down to the pit.

5 Sing praise unto Adonai, all His righteous ones, and give thanks to His holy name.
6 For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a life-time;

weeping may tarry for the night, but joy cometh in the morning.

7 Now I had said in my shelter: 'T shall never fall.'

8 You had established, Adonai, in Thy favor my mountain as a stronghold.

When You hid Your face; I was afraid.

9 Unto You, Adonai, did I call, and unto Adonai I made supplication:

10 "What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the pit?

Shall the dust praise Thee? Shall it declare Your truth?

11 Hear, Adonai, and be gracious unto me; Adonai, be You my helper.'

12 You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; You have loosened my
sackcloth, and gird me with gladness;

13 So that my glory may sing praise to You, and not be silent;

Adonai, my God, I will give thanks unto You for ever.
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